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UM CELEBRATES HOMECOMING 1999 WITH WEEKLONG SERIES OF EVENTS
MISSOULA The University of Montana w ill welcome back its alumni with a variety of events for
visitors and the community during Homecoming 1999 festivities next week.
Although most alumni officially w ill not return to campus until Friday and Saturday,
Oct. 8-9, events get under w ay at Southgate M all at noon Saturday, Oct. 2, when UM music
students perform during a Homecoming W eek kickoff. The event is free and open to the
public.
All students, alumni and members of the staff and faculty are invited to a barbecue on
the Ryman M all, ju st west of the Oval, from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 4. Students may use
their meal plans, while the cost for others is $5 for adults and $2.50 for children.
This year’s Homecoming theme - “Bridging Generations: 1900s to 2000s” - allows
UM to connect the past with the present through scheduled events. Among this y e a r’s
highlights is a historical photograph exhibit, which opens with a 5 p.m. reception Wednesday,
Oct. 6, at Southgate M all. The free exhibit, “H allways to History - A Photographic W alk
Through M issoula’s P ast,” w ill feature 90 historical photos from the UM M ansfield L ibrary’s
K. Ross Toole Archives.
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Meanwhile, arts and crafts w ill abound at the Homecoming Art Fair, scheduled from 10
a.m . to 6 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, Oct. 7-9, in the University Center atrium.
On Friday, Dean David Forbes —along with students, staff members and faculty
members of the School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences - w ill dedicate the new
Skaggs Building during a 2 p.m. public ceremony. The $10.4 million building w ill house the
school’s two major undergraduate programs - pharmacy practice and physical therapy -- and a
graduate program in pharmaceutical sciences. It also w ill provide modern teaching laboratories
and better accommodations for student and faculty research.
On Saturday, longtime M issoula residents Sherman and Betty Lohn w ill lead the 10
a.m. Homecoming Parade as grand m arshals. The Lohns were chosen for the honor in
appreciation of their dedication and service to UM over many years. UM President George
Dennison, and his w ife, Jane, are honorary grand marshals. The parade travels south from
downtown on Higgins Avenue to University Avenue, then east to Arthur Avenue.
M eanwhile, Mountain Line w ill provide free bus rides to and from the Homecoming
game on Saturday. Riders may take any bus from anywhere in town for free all day. “That
means you can park downtown and watch the parade, then take the bus from the courthouse to
the stadium and back, and you won’t have to worry about finding a parking spot at the gam e,”
said Steve Earle, Mountain Line director.
Other Homecoming highlights scheduled for Friday and Saturday, Oct. 8-9, include:
■

Book sale — 10 a.m .-3 p.m . Friday, Library M all (between the Mansfield Library and
the University Center). Sponsored by the Friends of the Mansfield Library.
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■

Homecoming picnic — 11:45 a.m ., alumni tent on the Oval. Everyone welcome; cost is

$6 .
■

Open houses —2-4 p.m. Friday, various departments campuswide.

■

Carillon concert -- 6:30 p.m. Friday outside Main Hall, by UM carillonneur Nancy
Cooper.

■

Singing on the Steps — 7 p.m . Friday outside Main Hall. Includes presentation of the
1999 Distinguished Alumni Awards, pep rally with football head coach Mick Dennehy,
crowning of Homecoming royalty and lighting of the M on Mount Sentinel.

■

All-alumni social and dance -- 9 p.m. Friday, Holiday Inn Parkside atrium. Dance to
the music of the Alumni Band. Free.

■

Student Homecoming dance —9 p.m . Friday, University Center Commons. Dance to
Latin music.

■

Book signing -- 10 a.m .-6 p.m . Saturday, The Bookstore at UM. Professor Emeritus
M eyer “M ike” Chessin celebrates his 50-year association with UM by signing his
book, “Yippie Yi Y iddish .”

■

Tailgate parties -- 11 a.m . Saturday, north of W ashington-Grizzly Stadium.

■

Football -- 1:05 p.m. Saturday, W ashington-Grizzly Stadium, Grizzlies vs. Cal State
Northridge Matadors.

■

Fireworks -- 9:15 p.m . Saturday, Southgate M all.
For more information about Homecoming 1999 activities, call the UM Alumni

Association at (406) 243-5211.
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